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Governor; and had taken the two others to their own
country. One of these two captives escaped on the
way, but he died in the woods of cold, hunger, and
exposure. He belonged to a village called Ononjoté,
that was angered to the last degree against the
Hurons; [118] for that nation had, in a battle, exter-
minated nearly all the men of that village, which
was compelled to send to the Hiroquois— who are
called Agnierronons, and with whom we have made
the peace —for men to marry the girls, and the
women who were left without husbands, so that their
tribe might not become extinct. That is why the
Hiroquois call that village their Child; and, because
Monsieur the Governor had sent them presents, and
made peace with those who had repeopled their
village, they also called him its Father. Let us
return to our subject, if you please. The Huron
Captain therefore offered the bonds of the prisoner
who had escaped, as a token that they would not
have put him to death, and that they had intended
to set him at liberty.

At the second present, ‘‘ This,” said he, ‘“is to
carry back the bones of your child to his country.”’
It is the custom of the Hurons to remove the flesh
from the bones of their people, and to place them
with those of their relatives, in whatever quarter of
the world they may die.

At the third, ‘‘ Here is the bond that will bind
those bones together, and enable you to carry them
more easily.”” In a word, he wished [119] to console
them and to wipe away their tears, according to the
fashion of the Barbarians, who give presents to the
relatives of their deceased friends.

At the fourth, he said, ‘‘ This is a token that we



